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MAK DESIGN LAB



MAK DESIGN LAB – Design & Innovation
MAK – Museum of Applied Arts, Vienna 

Design is much more than just the designing of “things”: design 
is an attitude, a way to instigate change.

Design contributes to the formation of our world and the way we 
live together and helps to expand human possibilities of agency 
and decision. 

All the objects – analog and digital – with which we surround 
ourselves, which we produce, buy, use, and discard, influence our 
selves and our environment. 



Across approximately 2 000 square meters, the MAK DESIGN LAB
demonstrates the many ways design can contribute to positive 
change. 

Contemporary projects by designers, artists, architects, programmers, 
activists, and idealists react to the challenges of the 21st century and 
visualize problems, suggest alternatives, or offer solutions and are 
contextualized with historical approaches from the MAK collection.































MAK LAB APP



The MAK LAB APP mediates crucial issues for 
shaping the future in the era of digitization and 
climate change. 

Attractively designed with a playful approach to 
the subject, it complements the parcours of the 
MAK DESIGN LAB and can be accessed on all 
smartphones from everywhere in the world 
at lab.mak.at.

A project of the MAK in cooperation with the Austrian 
Federal Ministry of Education, Science and Research

https://lab.mak.at/




The DIGITAL LIFE LITERACY area of the app mediates 
essential concepts for shaping the future of Digital 
Modernity and climate change. 

Under DESIGN LAB PATHS, users can take special 
tours on their own, on topics such as society, 
digitalization, and climate change. 

GAMES FOR CHANGE allows schoolchildren and 
young adults to playfully access the MAK DESIGN 
LAB’s topics.











MAK FUTURE LAB



The MAK FUTURE LAB is a creative 
laboratory founded by the MAK – Museum 
of Applied Arts. 

Through workshops, lectures, panel 
discussions, and other formats the MAK 
FUTURE LAB generates interdisciplinary 
contributions to a humane shaping and 
utilization of the Digital Age.

6 MAK FUTURE LAB events were organized 
within the Project “Design & Innovation”.











MAK FUTURE LAB 
KICK-OFF: Design & Innovation
Cross-Border Cooperation between Design 
Institutions Transitioning to the Digital Age
Tue, 15.01.2019 7.00 pm
MAK – Museum of Applied Arts

MAK FUTURE LAB 
Female Values
Tue, 18.06.2019 7.00 pm
MAK – Museum of Applied Arts

MAK FUTURE LAB
Simon Denny: Theme parks for extraction
Tue, 03.09.2019 7.00 pm
MAK – Museum of Applied Arts

MAK FUTURE LAB 
Designing the Self
Tue, 17.09.2019 7.00 pm
MAK – Museum of Applied Arts

MAK FUTURE LAB
AI Symposium: UNCANNY VALUES
Tue, 24.09.2019 6.00 pm –10.00 pm
MAK – Museum of Applied Arts

MAK FUTURE LAB
EDUCATING CHANGE 
What must digital education be able to achieve 
today?
Tue, 11.02.2020 7.00 pm
MAK – Museum of Applied Arts



VIENNA BIENNALE FOR CHANGE
29 May – 6 October 2019



The Vienna Biennale for Change was founded in 2015 
and is the first event of its kind to combine art, design, 
and architecture, with the aim of generating creative 
ideas and artistic projects to help improve the world.

The organizers of the Vienna Biennale — MAK, 
University of Applied Arts Vienna, Kunsthalle Wien, 
Architekturzentrum Wien, and Vienna Business 
Agency, and AIT Austrian Institute of Technology as 
non-university research partner, as well as Slovak 
Design Center, Bratislava as Associate Partner (and 
Lead Partner for EU-Interreg “Design & Innovation”) —
create projects in several formats and locations.









A conference of the MAK and the Slovak Design Center together with the Architekturzentrum 
Wien and Kunsthalle Wien in the context of the program INTERREG V-A Slovakia–Austria
6 / 7 September 2019 
Architekturzentrum Wien

CHANGING VALUES

https://www.azw.at/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/03.jpg
https://www.azw.at/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/20.jpg


Design & Innovation

Cross-Border Cooperation between Design 
Institutions Transitioning to the Digital Age

EU INTERREG V-A Slovakia-Austria 2018-2020


